
The Surgical Treatment of Gastric and Duodenal
Ulcers. By B. G. A. Moynihan, M.S. (Lond.)
F. R. C. S. (Eng.), Senior Assistant Surgeon,
Leeds General Infirmary, etc., etc. Illustrated.
Philadelphia and New York: W. B. Saunders
& Co. 1903.
This brochure of 83 pages is devoted to a dis-

cussion of the author's personal experience in
the operative treatment of simple ulcer of the
stomach and duodenum and includes a tabula-
tion of his operative work.

The subject has been classified and considered
as: (1) Perforation of Gastric and Duodenal
Ulcers; (2) Hemorrhage; (3) Chronic Ulcer; (4)
Hour-glass Stomach.

The work is well known, and the substance of
the volume has already been presented to the
profession through the reports of Mr. Moynihan's
paper read at the meeting of the American Surgi-
cal Association in May, 1903. His views on this
important subject are now available in a con-
venient form for those interested in this branch
of surgery. The operative technique of his method
of gastro-enterostomy is well described and illus-
trated. The tabulation of his clinical work is
interesting and instructive, the date, age, sex,
a résumé of the clinical history, the character of
the operation, the condition found and finally
the result, with the author's remarks being sys-
tematically and concisely given in each case. His
paper was one which has attracted much atten-
tion.

The Office Treatment of Rectal Diseases. By
Rufus D. Mason, M.D., Professor of Rectal
and Pelvic Surgery in the John A. Creighton
Medical College, Surgeon to St. Joseph Hos-
pital, etc., etc. Illustrated. Second edition.
Lincoln, Neb.: The Review Press. 1902.
The author's description of this little book of

125 pages is that it is not intended to take the
place of larger works devoted to this subject, but
that it shall supplement them and cover many
points that have been omitted and that it gives
details which he as a teacher and specialist by
many years of practical experience has found
valuable. Diagnosis is very briefly discussed.
Etiology, pathology, anatomy, vague theories
and major operations are omitted. Treatment
mainly is presented to the reader and in the most
terse, practical manner possible.

The special conditions discussed are Consti-
pation, Hemorrhoids, Abcess, Fistula, Ulcéra-
tion, Prolapse and Cancer. Thc concluding
chapters are devoted to rectal examination for
life insurance and local anesthesia. The book
is written in that bright, positive, concise style
that is always attractive and which makes the
reader feel after its perusal that henceforth the
treatment of this class of disease will be simple
and successful. This effect is apparently due to
the fact that the description of methods of treat-
ment form the greater part of the work and that
only successful methods of treatment are pre-
sented.

The book certainly does, as its author claims,
supplement other more complete treatises. It
contains many valuable suggestions and practical
details of treatment.

Surgical Emergencies; The Surgery of the Head.
By Bayard Holmes, B.S., M.D., Professor of
Surgery in the University of Illinois, etc.
New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1903.
This book of 569 pages is one of a series de-

scribing the every-day surgery of the human
body. The surgery of the eye, ear and other
well-established specialties are not considered.
The plan of the work is based on the author's
experience in teaching surgery, and consultation
work with many practitioners. In the Table
of Contents one notes Congenital Malformations,
Injuries to the Head and Face, Fractures of the
Skull and Cerebral Injuries and Abscess, Otitis
Media and its Brain Complications, Epilepsy,
Meningitis, Diseases of the Parotid, Neuralgia,
Tumors of the Face and Skull, Brain Tumors,
Surgical Diseases of the Orbit, Cancer of the
Tongue and other similar lesions. At the be-
ginning of each chapter the subject described
is defined, classified, its variations stated and
concrete examples of the more important con-
ditions requiring surgical attention enumerated.
Care is taken to avoid undue prominence or

emphasis of unusual conditions, but those of
common occurrence are thoroughly discussed.
Those unusual, but of such a character as to
require immediate relief, are considered. Finally
are described those conditions of uncommon
occurrence, but of great theoretical importance.
The writer has tried by a variety of means,
graphic and otherwise, to present the different
subjects in such a vivid manner that the im-
pression on the reader is both distinct and per-
manent. Pathology, diagnosis and the" proper "

methods of treatment are taught
Dr. Holmes believes that anatomy and path-

ology are best studied by inspection of actual
specimens. That a subject should be studied
from textbooks, the current literature relating
to it, and carefully reported clinical observa-
tions of actual cases. The subjects treated in
this volume are rather the emergencies of the
average physician than those of the professional
surgeon. The book is somewhat fragmentary,
but the plan on which it is written has many
features which are attractive  and commend it.
It contains much of interest and value. It is
illustrated by nintey wood cuts and fourteen
colored plates, some of which are quite instruc-
tive.

A Compend of Diseases of the Skin. By Jay F.
Schamberg. Third edition, revised and en-
larged, with 106 illustrations. Philadelphia:
P. Blakiston's Son & Co. 1903.
The third edition of this " Quiz-compend "

has just been published. The text has been
carefully re-read and various additions and re-
visions made.
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